Schooner

voyage offers
intimate look
at B.C. coast

Tour off Vancowver Ishind goes
where wind and interest take it

EMMA YARDLEY
ARECIAL T0 T11E 4948
The day before flying o Uctuelet, B, 10

Join Outer: Skares Fxpeditions, [ drop
mu:ly 800 o ehooks and eplsodes 5
Vilrgrs By 1Pad, Afker all, fﬁg\u‘"
Vi going to spend nearly a week on 3
Pl-foot sehiponer saifing arvaiod \-Mnmll
ver Island’ Bariley Sound with
complele strangers — witheut ©
WiFi-or celf veception — I wanld need
plentyof perscnal entertainiment

[ ewitldr’t bane been more wrang.

Thie fitst chae comes when Limd tiie five
wther plssergers, plis Shree crew e
bers — o prodfiesdinnal chaf,  marlis sel-
entist and an archeologist — dimb g the
short ladder froam the Uclurlet H
Aok onto the wooden deck
nificent double-masted Fassing Clovd

Wi peally Hiawn o e
Capt. Russell Markel, a mar
amd tye $6-vear-ald presidont of Diiter
Slaires.

“Where we go will be determined by e
weather, the s, the wildiie we en
counter” e sy Oy
thronigh the binceulars and you sy, Hq—
Foume, whiats thal over herd 17 sy |
doi't kmow, Bl bef's gel in
Ro cheek i gl

Sure enougly =8 Markel i briefing s
abonttan-hownd safety, chef Dievon Cart —
whi ha Inid out a Rasty spread af Fush
tapenades, crackers, chenses and sulads
Jorustanibble o — spots sonething bwo
‘et per that piques s interust,

“Be right back.” Carr, 34, sheats cver his
shoulder as e scattles dowr: (e ladder
and dissppears from aighl,

A Markel finishes his safery lessan. |
sbr\nmvoMcwlmnuuuvmjdmbdm\r
the stair-ladder en '
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TRAVEL

Ghioea

Passing Cloud schooner a pearl in the ocean

SAILING fram TU

“We want you to know that we
Eepvoiw i is o healiday,™ sars Mar-
el

o want bo spend it reading a
hoskwitha cupof tea in the slon, do
Ul But I you wan? to steer, pall on
lines or wash down the deck, we're
‘happy o help you share in that too.”

Right on cue, Cary réturng 1o the
ahin, carTying a wet, weighed-down
gerhage bag. He'd recagnimed a fish-
r1it baat that had just come into the
dock; and rushed off to promure a
couple of fresh halibut, He fillets
m rght therson the forward deck
va a8 Markoe] starts Passing Clouds
engine and begins to motor her
soarthenst ot of Ucluelet Inlet

In the fime it takes him to stash
sy the new filets inte one of is
iy seticulensly arganized supply
conlars, Poe slrsady spotted seven
oaki eaplés, A dogen ‘sea Homs and
mnre than a hundred barking seals
oaskdng on the jagred rocks.

This place has so much,” Marle]
sy of he Beulen Group, the hun-
drede -af tiny islinds fucked safely
i thes slvéelbared waters of Bark-
Eery Sound, which will be our marine
plavipeund for the next fve dags.
“Its dike the coast of Califomnia, &
cold-water Great Barvler Reef, the

Glapagos Tstands. the Redwood for-
ests, and Alzsza all olied iito one”

Ther ot duly routine kicks in
ety gulekly: wake up around §
admn & siong cup of coffee in the
wheclhause and a hearty cooked
bkt on he deck,

Then time todecide which beaubi-
Ful isfand we're going to visit. before
wor pail on onr gamboots and life-
preseryiss, pile into the Zodis and
sl across e water toour lnding:
bonch, ﬁp«ttm, seals, sea stars andl

Eully keitbed ot staternom [l be s%\auugn
with a fyllow Female passenger.

Walking infa the salon s lke sepping
ko Capt, Jack Aubrey's cabin ary FIMES
Surprise — but with a really good steree

accented soum, bathed 10 sunlight
streiningclom theogh o tellis of sky-
Tbate

ent sige of the crew, who have thus
Tir bheers expertly cooldng gourmiet
mesals, heisting heavy satls and
steering the ship. Shipmate Joel
Whils, 27, spots 2 black aystereatel-
e distressed by mir sidden appear-
arveon the each,

Lotz move bedo the high-tdeline
R0 el sbeppipe e their nest — the
e s wiell comouillnged a rocks)”
lag sava,

Passing Claud che! Devor Carr an
the hunt Tar gooseneck barnacles.

EMALA YARDLEY PHOTOR S50 THE TORONTO STl
Tha crew af Passing Cloud takes advantage o the clear skies and winds in Vanecdver sfand's Barkley Sound,

Prawns just pitled in from one of Passing Cloud's seafood traps. Chef
Devon Carr incorparated them into his gourmet dinner

> GETTING THERE

Orea Ajrways flies the AS-rinute
Jourrey year-round from Vancoi-
ver International Airpart Seuth to
the Long Beach Apart

From there, take Licuelet Tai
(250-726-441), ba Passing
Clouds moaring deek

v

BE A SMART PACKER

Thes wealher changes very quickly
freem iy ta rainy along the wast
coast of Vancawver Island, so
make sure you pack light wack
leyees, ully watesproof pants,
comfortabie waterarocf boats, and
miare pairs af sacks and uader-
wietar Ehan you thirk you'll need,
Shawering every sacond day is
encosraged on Paseng Cloud to
sarve waler,

mudttrglmbwis. looking ot to the
sun awer the dcean with fist-
sized oysters in nay Tends, [ realize
F'm not going to toach  single book
ar TV episode during this excursion,
Thse coow shucks enogh ovsters for
us all to enjoy and then retums the
surplis to the same sped we got them
— Ourter Shiores bolds = gald raking
frarn Green Toarlem Canada for ts
ronEervatinn and preservation work.
W gather in the salon around the
captain’s Lable to taste e sei-fts
of our labour, along with some Kelp
Stoutfrom the Tafing Brewing Com-

p{a;y" e whipped up a frash mi-
mncaette, which I splash om my oys-
ter befora ing it back I bite
down and hear 3 erck! Must be
same shell, T think, 1 spit it out bty
‘m hand and stare dovwn for a full 10
secands before quietly announcing
“Heg, guys, JW:ML"

So heas Capt. Markel ... and her
name i Passing Cloud.
Emma Yardley is.a freelance bavel

Later, White — who studicd The twin ipelagos of the Bro-  nbs St Claire, “Tt was the sea, always - writer who splits her time botween
opraghy and bology of University of  ken Graup were denscly populated  the sea” Tararde and Vancouver, Falkow Emma
Victorid — plocks a small bright- by the Ni-chab-nilth Firs Nation ~ Back on Passing. Cloud, Carr has Yardbay at @emmajmyardiey oo Twitter
green forn growing cat ofthebarliof  for millennis, thanks w the abun-  just come back from » quick paddle  Facebock and Instagram Suter Shares
 first-grerwth cedar tree, dnceof food you can forage for. onaneofthe ship's two glass-baottom  Evpeditions covered the cast of passage

fromthersalwith  “Land weren't mlly bed.I g Cloud
his pocket knife and hnnds me a used aut here" explidns archeal Jump into the Zodisc to help him  Columblasibsidized fightsand trans-
piece, “Ever eatin oarios feri?” o herle-  with the | Standing in my  portation




